





AOS joins SATCOM Il team

GSA

The U.S. General Services
Administration has awarded contracts
for next-generation satellite services to
several large and small firms. Called
SATCOM-II, the advanced satellite
offerings are likely to total $750 million
over the life of the program, which is
designed to provide advanced
communications where traditional
networks aren't available.

With an expanded range of end-to-end
satellite solutions for government
agencies, the SATCOM-II program
serves as the primary replacement
vehicle for the highly successful
Satellite Services contracts.

A mix of 24 large and small firms was
chosen to participate in the program.
AOS products and services will be
offered under SATCOM Il in
partnership with contract awardees
ViaSat, Inc., and Segovia.

For more information regarding the SATCOM || contract, visit
gsa.goy, or contact AC 3.

» SATCOM I

Contract overview:

In structuring the SATCOM-II
acquisition, the government defined
and included all services that are
currently available under the GSA
Satellite Services Program. The
realization of this goal will facilitate
a smooth transition from the
existing satellite contract(s) to the
SATCOM-II contract.

All equipment and services
offered under the SATCOM-II
contract are equal to or less
than commercial pricing.

The government awarded multiple
contracts which provide agencies
with a broad array of service
options and continuous
competition among service
providers throughout the life of
the acquisition.

The government awarded contracts
that provide a wide range of
commercial satellite offerings to
include mobile, fixed and
broadcast solutions.

The contracts allow ordering and
billing options to customers.
Similar to the previous Satellite
contract(s), customers can take
advantage of direct-order, direct-
billed or GSAassisted ordering
and billing options.

The SATCOM-II acquisition includes
agreements to ensure high quality
service is delivered throughout the
terms of the contracts.

Hawaiian Satellite
Access Station for
Inmarsat-4 constellation

Preparations continue for a new
Inmarsat-owned satellite access
station (SAS) in the Pacific, to be
constructed on one of the Hawaiian
islands. Once planning permission
has been granted, the SAS will be
constructed near Paumalu, a small
seaside village on the north coast of
Oahu. The site and SAS facilities and
services will be provided by Intelsat.

The SAS is set to play a crucial role in
the support of BGAN and other key
Inmarsat services after the planned
launch of the third Inmarsat-4 (I-4)
satellite. It will be in the perfect
location within the planned overlap

of I-4s covering the Americas and
Asia-Pacific.

The 2,000 square metre site at
Paumalu was built in 1965 and is
currently disused. It already has a
19-meter antenna, which will be
upgraded. Two new 16-meter
antennas will be built.

Contractors are due to complete their
site survey in the week beginning 16
April, after which Inmarsat will apply
for planning permission on 1 May.
Construction of the new antennas
and work on the physical
infrastructure is expected to begin
soon after planning permission has
been granted.




Inmarsat to launch handheld IsatPhone as part of a trio of new voice services

Service features include:

Inmarsat has recently announced
the launch a trio of new products
offering voice and low-bandwidth
data capability via the Inmarsat-4 (I-
4) satellite. Each of the products
will offer Mini M quality voice and
24kbps data; one of the devices will
also be GSM-enabled. The service is
already available in parts of Asia to
users of the existing R190 and
FR190G terminals via the ACeS
Garuda 1 satellite.

Voice and narrowband data (2.4kbps)
Dual mode satellite and GSM 900 operation
Text, caller ID, advice of charging (GSM mode only)

Call hold, call divert, call barring, call transfer (both satellite
and GSM mode)

Full range of peripherals and accessories

The three terminals will be offered: the IsatPhone (handheld),
LandPhone (land fixed), and FleetPhone (maritime).

Inmarsat plans to expand geographic coverage for the hand-held
service in early 2007 using the existing Inmarsat-4 satellite
covering Asia, and will deploy a fully-global service within two
years. To enable expanded coverage using the existing Inmarsat-4
satellites, Inmarsat will undertake a process of network upgrades
and an accelerated modernisation of the ACeS R190 hand-held
satellite phone. To support a seamless global hand-held service
and to achieve global coverage for BGAN and new broadband
maritime and aeronautical services, Inmarsat plans to launch the
third Inmarsat-4 satellite and will target a launch date in late 2007.

“Our user terminal development is on schedule, as is work to
enhance the ground segment,” says Mark Sykes, commercial
director, Voice Services for Inmarsat. “We plan to launch the new
services on our Inmarsat-4 satellite over the Indian Ocean at the
beginning of Q3 this year.”

“We anticipate that our handheld product will complement
BGAN and our other existing services, effectively covering the
entire span of mobile satellite services.”

Inmarsat plans to roll the services out globally from the end

of 2008.m
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